
Menominee Nation News January 7, 1999

file:///J|/mwnominee.nsn.us/MenomineeNationNews/Papers/MNN990107.htm (1 of 2)5/30/2005 10:57:34 AM



Menominee Nation News January 7, 1999

  

RESTORATION: 

on the Menominee people. Also our own Menominee Legislative members including James Wayka, 
Robert Deer and Lisa Waukau. The celebration kicked off with an honor song by tribal members 
Myron Pyawasit and Jerome Sanapaw while the posting of colors was done by the Menominee 
Veterans. Legislator Margaret Rose Snow, Master of Ceremonies, introduced Menominee Elder Steve 
Askenette who said a Menominee prayer.

"Today we must ask 'How was such a thing accomplished?'" said Legislator Lisa Waukau of 
Restoration. "Today we answer, through the efforts of all Menominee who dare to question the wisdom 
of the United States who dared to say we were wrong. . . . We must also remember that out of this 
darkness the Menominees were reborn with a new sense of purpose. A new resolve came forth to never 
again suffer indignity and poverty at the hands of the United States government."

Following Waukau spoke a women who, as Snow said, needs no introduction - honorary lifetime 
member of the Menominee Tribal Legislature and Menominee tribal member Ada E. Deer. Deer spoke 
of the importance of education.

Speaking to the younger generation she stated, "I want all of you young people to study hard and to do 
your best, because if I hadn't been able to do that I wouldn't have had the good education and the 
knowledge to go to Washington and work for the restoration of our tribe."

"The rights of native peoples hang by a thread in Washington," Deer went on to say. "There are many 
efforts to attack the tribes, to cut the budgets and to do away with the rights of our people. We are 
going to need knowledgeable, competent, educated Indian people to carry this out.  Menominees are an 
example not only to other tribes, but to everybody. We took an important piece of legislation-The 
Menominee Restoration-and got it through the congress. If a small tribe can achieve this historic action, 
anybody in this country can achieve their goals and objectives with the legislative and political process."

She pointed out that the Menominee people have been in this area for over ten-thousand years. Deer is 
the former Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

The celebration concluded with performances by Menominee youth. Katrina Marie Wychesit sang 
Angel, by Sara McLachan, and Amazing Grace. Katrina Marie is a student at the Menominee High 
School who hopes to attend the University of Performing Arts, New York, after high school. Also 
performing were students from the Menominee Tribal School and Lori LaTender's seventh grade class, 
Menominee Indian Jr/Sr High School. A student art exhibit on display was facilitated by Wildlife Artist 
Jay Jocham.

file:///J|/mwnominee.nsn.us/MenomineeNationNews/Papers/MNN990107.htm (2 of 2)5/30/2005 10:57:34 AM


	Local Disk
	Menominee Nation News January 7, 1999


